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On May 4, Nicaraguan police detained about two dozen opposition leaders who had attempted
to visit a union hall where 37 workers are engaged in a hunger strike. According to a police
spokesperson, they were detained because they had been disturbing the peace. The opposition
leaders, released about three hours later, were not charged with a crime. The hunger strike was
initiated on April 25 by members of the General Workers Central (CGT) local in support of a strike
by construction workers, now entering the third month. Supporting the strike are four labor centrals
pertaining to the Workers Permanent Council. The strikers' principal demands are salary hikes and
rehiring of fired workers. According to the New York Times, most of the detained were held at the
headquarters of the Social Democrat party, where they had apparently met before entering cars to
drive to the union hall, located about a mile away. Lorena Obando, of the Social Democrat Women's
Organization, told AP in a telephone conversation that the leaders were taken in a small bus to
an "unknown location." Among those detained were Social Democrat party president Guillermo
Putoy; Social Christian party faction leaders Agustin Jarquin Anaya, Erick Ramirez, Armando
Guadamuz, and Julio Ramon Garcia; Luis Sanchez of the Nicaraguan Socialist Party; Luis Humberto
Guzman of the Popular Social Christian party; and, Ariel Bravo of the Nicaraguan Communist
party. In its Wednesday edition, El Nuevo Diario charged that the hunger strikers were engaged in a
"comfortable fast with lots of food." (Basic data from AFP, AP, 05/04/88; New York Times, 05/05/88)
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